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Attorney Docket No. OMG/129/US 
,M THE UNITEO STATES PATENT ANO TRADEMARK OFFICE ^^^^^^^ 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

in re patent application of pgg ^ ^ 

Hubert T. McGovem. et al Examiner Jori Schiffman 

serial NO.: 09/923.288 E'<^'"'"^^- 

. .*fionM Group Art Unit: 3679 

Filing Date: August 6. 2001 

For. Deck Screws Suitable for Use with Composite Lumber 



Commissioner for ^^^^^^.^^.^ office 
United States Patent and Trademark Otnce 

p. O. Box 1460 
Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 

Sir 

,. HUBERT T. McGOVERN, hereby declare and state that: 

, Vice President and General Manager of Olympic Manufacturing 
1. , am Vice President Massachusetts 01001-0508, 

/«r\i^»n"\ 163 Bowes Road, Agawam, iviaoo*- 
Group. Inc.. ( OMG ). comoanv which is primarily 

«tth respect to the above-eaptloned appncation. 

, , a. a graduate o, Sy^cuse 0„.ver,it, ^ a -^^^^^^^^^^ 
in EnJneer.r,g have a Maste,-. degree .n Er,g,neenng .rem the Un.ers,h, 

Massachusetts. 
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3 , have been employed at OMG for over 19 yee« and have actively 
nartlcloated in the fastener industry. My responsibittiee and experience have induded 
r Plannin. deveiopment, prod„o«on. and ma^etin, of ne^ .«en,n. 

oroduuts I have attended and participated in numerous tradeshows and 
d^ltraJs Where .aetene,., ha,*vare, components, and accessones are 
tZTZ^. and p^moted to maior partidpants in the -tenor « 
tdudlfl. but not limited .0, tradesmen, »n.rac.ors, manufacturers, whoiesalers. and 
retailers. 

4 I have been employed at OMG as an engineer and as an executive v,«, 
management responsibiliUes. As a further part of my management responsibWes. I 
Ze Liyred markets wUh^ *e «a»tener industry to identify those marKets ,nto wh.h 
OMG can likely expand. 

5 For over 20 years. OMG has been involved in the design, testing, 
development, manufacturing, marketing, and distrit>ution of high^uality fasteners and 

accessories. 

6 AS an engineer. Vice President and General Manager of OMG, 1 have 
extensK^ knowledge and expeHenoe with regar. to fasteners. ^^^J^^^ 
and the markets pertaining to such products and accessones. believe «.at based o^ 
n.y knowledge and my expertence w«h regard to. at least, the above -^^^ « 
pining, development, manufacture, and marketing, as well as my attendance and 
ale ^rtlcipation at maior indus.^ trade shows and demonstra«ons. ^"'^^^2 
knowl^e of fasteners through my interadtons with contractors, wholesalers, and 
" have ample ,uai«icat.ons to render an obiec«ve. credible and reliable op,n,on 
rrcommerclal success and the unexpected results of deck screws suable ior use 
with composite lumber. 

7 The aboveo-pttoned patent application, of which . am an inventor of 
describes and daims the inven«ve concept fbr deck screws suitable for usewrth 
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sectional area of tha shaft along v ^ ^ ^^^ace ha*, 

.»w«hcon,pos«e,u.h.,nc^^^^^^^ 

an opening to receive a tool ana a do underside of lie 

head, and/or a thread P««'" ,^ 30- and/or at least twice as n-, 

BP having an Included angle ton, about 0 ^ 

«,^ds per unit length -^ J^^^^Z^Z later o, the head and e.e»H 
,owerreflK.n. and/or a cn>wn that ^ ^ ^ 

hovond the lower -"^^'^^^^^^^^^^ 3„d,or a cown extends aro- 
tower edge of the cmwn and the shaft ot ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^, ^ 

T,.pEase screw includes a ^^" ^^^^^ ^^^^n,, area 0, the shaft along the 
CindHca. region. wh.h ,s g» ter^" .e^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

cylindrical tower region. The aepici k ^^^^ ^^^^ 

Ictional area along the upper '^^'^^Z^ includes at least a head 
Seconal area of the shaft along the -^"^^"^^ ^ ^ , hotton, surf^ 
p„v«ed wim a top surface having an "^^^J^^^ ^^^^ ^ «,e 
having a v.haped undent h..g ~ ad paftem o, the ^er region 

,,p a conlca. un erside o *e hea* ^^^^^^ ^ ^. ^ 

rt30rraT!ea:r::-vVeadsperun.,eng^^ 
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,hr<..ds Der unit length in the lower regto., a~l/or a cr»wn that extends around 
«,ere are ^^^^j ^ ^^^^ ^ ,^er eurf^ of the head thereby 

me pennneler of the an ^^^^ ^, 

::rar:^rn"Tr:::ri re%e.„^r . .he hea. — .e 

screw, and/o^ a ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^3^ 

extend beyond the towe ^ ^^^^^ ^ ^ 

between the lower edge ot the crown aiiu 
surface having a v-shaped undercut. 

g ,n 2002. the number of TrapEase screws sold by OMG was in e«ess of 
One Hundred Thirty Four million (134.000.000) pieces and «,e ^ proceeds fn>m 
H Ites^xceld Five Million ($6,000,000.00) Dollars. In 2003, the number of 
r r: e st^Il by OMG was in excess of Two Hund^d Seventy Million 
TrapEase scmws ^ ^,,3 ,,^sd Nine Million 

^970 000 000) pieces and tne gross pru^^cw^ rM^jr^ *^ 

rroOO.Oo' Dollars, in 2004, *-e number of T,.pEase screws sold by OMa ^ 
late exceeds TWo Hundred Eighty M.ilon and the 2004 sales p^ceeds are forecasted 

0 Ten Million (310,000.000.00, Doi^re. The sales g«w.h figures a„ 

lltlal *>r the in..oduc«on of any screw-type fastener. They app«.x,mate 60/. of 

the market for composite wood decli screws. 

> ,K.in onri hardware co-op community as to the oranas inai u 
the home center chain and hardware co- p 

community felt was driving their bus^ess. The r**! ^ 

pub,lca«on included the OMG FastenMaster^rapEase produ^. ^'^^^'"'^l^.- 
TrapEase sc^ includes the inventive concept of. at least, a shaft hav^ 

I^L area along ..e upper cylindrical region, which : J^/J^^ 
secnona ^^^^^ ^^^^^ 1^ ,„ ^ cross- 

sectional area of the shait aiong mo >-y „_ater than the cross- 

.^^s. a rerplaedl a top surfa. having an opening to revive a tool 
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